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Ahe 8th Conference of Official Tourist Organizalions
of the Balkan Countries took place in Belgrade from
September 23 to 26, 1975

Delegations from the People’s Republic of Bulgaria,
the Republic of Greece. the Sociziist Republic of Ro-

- mania, the Republic of Turkey and the Socialist Federal

Republic of Yugoesluvia participated in the Conierence.
The delegations were headed by :

~— Mincho Chountov, First Vice-Fresident of the
Commitlee of Recreation and Tourism of the People’s
Republic of Bulgaria.

— Prof. George Daskalakis, President of the Natjonal
Organization of Tourism of Greece.

~— Hie Voicu, First Deputy Minister of Tourismi of the
Socialist Republic of Romania.

— Gultekin Ozkan, Deputy Under-secretary of State,
Ministry of Tourism and Information of the Republic
of Turkey.

— Dusan Nejkov, Under-secretary in the Federal
Committee of Tourism of the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia. .

In accordance with Article 4 of the Agreement for
Mutual Cooperation on Tourism in the Balkan countries
Mr. Dusan Nejkov, President of the Yugoslav delega-
tion, presided over the Conference.

Mr. Milan Vukasovie, Member of the Federal Execu-
tive Council and President ¢! the Federal Committee
of Tourism greeted the Conference.

The representatives of the tourist agencies, trauspori
companies and their associations from the Balkan
countries participated in one part of the Conference.

The Conference accepted unanimously the foilowing
Agenda :

1. Reports of the Presidents of the delegations con-
cerning the implementation of the conclusions of the
7th Conference.

2. Information on the results achieved in the develop-
ment of tourism and the volume of mutual tourist traffic,

3. Measures for further promotion of the mutual
tourist exchange and cooperation regarding thivd coun-
tries.

4, Place and time of the next Conference.
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Ad 1.

The heads of delegations reported cn implementing
the recommendations of the 7th Conference. The dele-
gations expressed their satisfaction that the implemen-
tation of the recommendations contributed to expand@ng
cooperation and a better position for the Balkan region
on the international tourist market.

The Bulgarian delegation informed the Conference
that a meeting of the representatives of Automobile
and touring clubs of the Balkan countries was held in
Varna last year. As a result of this meeting activities
were extended with regard to package tours for tourists
and for improving facilities for mototourism betwwen
the Balkan countries. N

The Turkish delegation informed the Conference
about the meetings and activities to promote the Balkan
tourist traffic. Particular emphasis was laid on the
activity of the tourist representatives of the Balkan
countries in the USA, who had meetings and contacts
with the American tour-operators.with a view to in-
crease the tourist traffic from the USA to the Balkans.

The Yugoslav delegation informed the Confarence
that the third meeting of tourist journalists and writers
from the Balkan countries was held in Skopje and Ohrid
from September 18 to 21, 1975. The Conference noted
that cooperation of journalists and writers contributes
to a broad exchange of information in the tourist possi-
bilities of the Balkan countries.

The Conference observed that the implementation
of the recommencation should be intensified parti-
cularly with regard to putting into practice conclusions
on the shooting of a joint film and, aof joint tourist-
promotion publications. )

Ad 2

It was noted that ceoperation so far has given satis-
factory results in increasing mutual tourist traffic and
that tourism in the Balkan countries is a factor towards
better understanding and mutual knowledge of its
peoples.

It was with great satisfaction that the Conference
noted that the development of tourism in the Balkan
countries contributes to the implementation of the
Final Act of the Conference of Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe, held in Helsinki this year, and supports

the efforts exerted in other fields in the same spirit,

for the cooperation among the Balkan countries.

The Conference gave a positive appraisal of the re-
sults achieved through bilateral cooperation and obser-
vedthat cooperation of this kind represents a basis for
the more successful realization of the objectives of the
Agreement for Mutual Cooperation on Tourism in the
Balkan countries, signed in Bucharest in May,1971.

The Conference took the attitude that vast possi-

bilities and needs exist for further increase of mutual
tourist traffic and measures which would contribute
to the realization of this goal.

The delegates informed the"Conference that in the
course of 1975 satisfactory results were achieved in
the development of tourism and increasing tourist traf-
fic in their respective countries. These results show that
tourism follows a constant trend towards an increase
i spite of the relatively unfavourable economic situa-
tion in the world during the same period.

Ad. 3.

In order to achieve further expansion in the mutual
tourist traffic, as well as the increase of the number
of tourists coming fron third countries, the Conference
adopted the following proposals and recommendations :

To establish a group of experts in order to review:
the problem of intesifying the tourist traffic between
the Balkan countries as well as the problem of inten-

sifying the travels of foreign tourists from third countries
to the other Balkan countries, the problem of air traffic
fares for tourists going from one Balkan country to anot-
her, as well as for tourists coming from North America
to the Balkans. This grour will also studg the problems
teferning tothe improvement of the transport connect-
tions, comnfort and speed of travelling in rail traffic,
as well as the introduction of seasonal bus lines which
would connect tourist places in- the Balkan countries.
The gioup of experts will submit their report to the
9th Conferencs together with the proposals for the im-
plementation of measures mentioned above,

At the proposal of the Romanian delegation the
meeting of the group of experts will be held in Bucha-
rest in the first quarter of 1976.

At the proposal of the Yugoslav delegation thé meet-
ing of the working group for promotion will be held in
Belgeade in the second half.of November, 1975, to dis-
cuss the shooting of a joint film and production of a
tourist map. The Romanian delegation will send a
draft of the above mentioned map and the estimate
of the costs for its publication to the members of the
Conference until November ist.

The Conference strongly recommends to the National
Automobile and Touring Clubs to extend their coopera-
tion by organizing joint package tours which would
be offered at tha international tourist market, as well
as to improve traffic services, road aid, information
services and o simplify procedures concerning damages
to third persons.

The Conference reécommends to youth and educa-
tional organizations and their travel agencies to in-
crease their cooperation with the aim of promoting
tourist traffic among youth.

The Conference expressed the wish that competent
authorities continue their efforts to simplify frontier
formalities for persons entering their countries for tou-
rist purposes and for own citizens wishing to visit
other Balkan countries as well.

The Conference recommends that meetings of jour-
nalists and writers specialized in tourist subjects be en-
couraged and supported by the Official Tourist Organi-
zations in order to expand the information of tourist
possibilities in the Balkan countries, as well as to en-

-courage the folklore festivals and organization of sport

and other cultural events.

The Romanian delegation, the host of the 9th Con-
ference of Ofiicial Tourist Organizations of the Balkan
countries, will also initiate the holding of a meeting.
with the representatives of tourist agencies, transport
and hotel crganizations and their associations, in Balkan
countries at the time of the 9th Conference.

In cellaboration with responsible institutions efforts
shoald be exerted for the protection of the human ex-
vironment and the protection of the historical and eul-
tural heritage. This item should be put on the Agenda
of the 9th Conlerence and be discussed on the basis of
information presented by the delegations.

To encourage the exchange of information (relevant
laws and regulations, studies, data and documents
relating to tourism) among official tourist organiza-
tions, travel agencies, hotel and transport organiza-
tions aiming to better understanding of problems and
realization of wider cooperation and necessary coordi-
nation for their implementation.

To study regulations and conditions referring to the
classification of hotels in the Balkan countries in order
to reach similar criteria for determining them, thns
contributing to better information of tourists and
implementation of marketing in tourist trade.
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The Conference recommends to the National Sta-
tistics Institutions of the Balkan countries to cooperate
in processing statistical data related to tourism with
a view to facilitate their comparability and their
usage in planning and marketing of tourism.

To realize closer mutual cooperation within inter-’

national and regional tourist organozations, particularly
regarding to important questions for development
of tourism in the Balkan countries.

"To recommend cooperation and exchage of experiance
in the field of personnel training for tourism, inciuding
University and post-graduate studies with a view to
imnrove qualilication.

In reply to the invitation kindly extended by the
Romanian delegation all delegations agreed with
pleasure and gratitude to hold the Gth Conferénce of
the Official Tourist Organizations of the Balkan contries
in Bucharest in September, 1976.

The present Protocol, done in.one original copy in
English, has been signed in Belgrade, on September
26, 1975. : '

For the Delegation
of the People’s Republic of
Bulgaria -

M. CHOUTOV

- For the Delegation
of the Socialist Republic of

Romania
1. VOICU

For the Delelgation
of the Republic of Greece

PROF. G. DASKALAKIS

For the Delegation
of the Republic of
Turkey
G. OZKAN

For the Delegation

of the- Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia
D. NEJKOV

DELEGATICNS

AT THE 8TH CONFERENCE OF THE OFFICIAL
TOURIST ORGANISATIONS OF THE BALKAN
COUNTRIES

The People’s Republic of Bulgaria :
1. Mincho Chountov, First Vice-President, Committee
of Recereation and Tourism, Head of the delegation.

2. Grigor Grigorov, Director General, International
Tourism Board, Committee of Recreation and Tourism.

3. Alexander Spasov, Councellor, International Rela-

tions Departinent, Committee of Recreation and
Tourism,
4. Slavecho Dragomirov, = Representative of th

Committee of Recreation and Tourism in Rplomde
The Republic of Greece :

1. Prof. George Daskalakis,
Greek Tourist Organization.

President, National

2. Demosten M. Pouris, Director International and

Public Relations.

3. Efthymios Pyrlas, Director Advertising and Tou-
rist Offices abroad.
The Socialist Republic

1. Ilie Voicu,

2. Nicolae Rosega, Deputy Director of the Interna-
ticual Tourism Department of Ministry of Tourism.

of Romania :

First Deputy Minister of Tourism.

3. Anca Dobrescu, Expert, International Tourism
Department of Ministry of Tourism.

The Republic of Turkey :

1. Gultekin Ozkan, Deputy Unser—secretery of State
attached to the Ministry {or Tourism and Information.

2. Akil Serdaroglu, Assistaut Dierctor of lniernational
Department.
The Socialist Federaiive Republic of Yuposlavia :

1. Dunsan Nejkov, Under-sceretary in the Federal
Committee of Tourism.

2. Nikola Gorican. DPresident of the Commitlee of
Tourism and Catering of the Soctalist Republic of
Macedonia. ,

3. Milos Radivojevie, Assistant-Secretary ol the
Socialist Republic of Serbia. :
4. Lovre Kovacevie, Secretary of the Council for

Catering and Tourism of the Chamber
of Yugoslavia.
5. Vojislav Djuranovie, Secretary
Tourist Association of Yugoslavia.
6. Bosko Protic, Director of the Business Association
of Tourist Organizations of Yugoslavia.

of Economy

General of the

7. Davor Sesardie, (uum ellor 1 the Federal Com-
mittee of Tourism.
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