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AGREEMENT

Between the Government of the Hellenic Republic and
the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic, for
the establishment of a regular sea connection,
between Greece and Syria, by ferry boat.

The Government of the Hellenic Republic and the
Government of the Syrian Arab Republic

Desiring to promote their cooperation in the field of
trade and transportation,

Bearing in mind the Agreement on Economie, Cultu-
ral and Technical Cooperation between the Government
of the Hellenic Republic and the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic, signed on the 8th February 1976,

Considering that the linkage of Greece and Syria by
ferry boats aims at promoting the mutual economic
interests of the two countries, as well as at facilitating
trade and transport in general between the Middle East
and Europe,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

A regular sea link shall be established between Greece
and Syria. Such link shall comprise train ferries, roil~on/
roll-off ships and ferry boats or any combination of
such ships, hereinafter referred to as «vessels».

The ports of calling shall be Volos and/or Thessalo-
niki in Greece and Lattakia and/or Tartous in Syria
or any other ports to be subsequently agreed upon bet-
ween the two parties.

CArticle 11

The ferry boat line shall be served by vessels flying
the flag of the two contracting parties as well as the flag of
other countries in accordance with the generally acce-
pted principles of international law, the relevant legi-
slation of the two parties and the provisions of the pre-
sent Agreement.

Articte III

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article II,
the benefits of this Agreement shall cover only the
vessels which the competent authorities accept befo-
rehand, especially in relation to dates, numbers of
voyages and specifications.

Article IV

Either party may initiate the ferry boat line without
prejudice to the provisions of Article II.

Article V

By virtue of this Agreement the competent railway
and port authorities of the two countries are authorized
to proceed with the necessary arrangements for the
establishment of a train ferry service to be given an
importance which is calling for immediate action. Such
arrangements, concluded within the context of the
present Agreement, should deal with the special nature
and immediale priorities to be met, pertaining to this
serviee.

Article VI

The competent anthorities of each port of call shall
give special priority Lo the vessels for mooring, berthing,
loading and unloading in prescribed areas.

The same priority shall be extended to the operations
pertaining to the arrival or departure of the vessels,
such as pilotage, «libre pratique», and tugging, in order
to avoid the occurance of any delay.

Article VII

The appropriate authorities of the respective coun-
tries shall take the necessary steps and make proper
arrangements, aimed at facilitating customs’ forma-
lities for passenger flow, as well as for the import, export,
transit or any other case of vehicle and merchandise
movement. The same authorities will insure and pro-
vide the necessary areas prescribed to receive cargo,
vehicles and raillway wagons.

Article VIII

The two parties shail proceed to simplify and faci-
litate all necessary formalities pertaining to this regular
line.

Moreover, the vessels engaged in this line and flying
the national flag of either of the two parties, will be
treated according to the most favoured nation clause.

Article IX

All port services and facilities relative to the vessels
and their cargo needs will be extended in all cases, day
and night, except when the ports are entirely closed
down.

Article X

A Joint Committee, composed of up to five repre-
sentatives from each party, shall be set up, in order to
supervise the implementation of the present Agreement
and the regularity of the line and to propose to the re-
spective Governments measures aimed at improving and
broadening the transport network between the two
countries.

The aforementioned Joint Committee will be also
responsible with all technical aspects pertaining to the
implementation of this Agreement.

The Joint Committec shall convene at least once a
year, alternatively in each of the two countries, or as
many more times as deemed necessary upon the re-
quest of either party.

Noue of the members of the aforementioned Commit-
tee can be of a nationality other than Greek or Syrian.

Article XI

The present Agreement shall be ratified in accordance
with the constitutional provisions of the two parties
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and shall enter into force on the date of the last notifi-
cation of such ratification. Either party may terminate
this Agreement upon notice in writing of one year.

Done at Damascus this 22nd day of January 1977
in duplicate in the Fnglish language. both texts being
equally authentic.

For the Government of the Syrian
Arab Republic

(Signed)
AMINE BARZAGHEL

For the Government of the
Hellenic Republic

(Signed )
J. GEORGAKIS

PROTOCOLE

Regarding the implementation of the Agreement fer
the establishment of aregular sea connection between
Greece and Syria, signed at Damascus on 22nd January
1977, the Syrian side informed the Greek side on the
existence of the Syrian Shipping Agencies Co. «SHIPCO»
and of its wish that same become in Syria the Agent
of the ships working under the provisions of the afo-
rementioned Agreement.

The Greek side agreed on such an arrangement for
the train ferries and any other ferry boat of state or
public ownership and promised to inform and advise
the private shipowners of the advantages they would
enjoy by using « SHIPCO» as their agent in Syria.

Done and signed in Damascus, this 22nd of January,
1977.
For the Government of the
Syrian Arab Republic
(Signed)
AMINE BARZAGHEL

For the Government of the
' Hellenic Republic

(Signed)
J. GEORGAKIS
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