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PROTOCOL

of the Vth Session of the Joint Greel.c—Bu]garian
Commission for the development of Tourism.

The Joint Greek — Bulgarian Commission for the
development of Tourism, called hereafter « Commission»
held its Vth Session in Athens from December 7 to
11, 1976.

Delegates to the Session of the Commission were:

ON THE GREEK SIDE:

Prof. GEORGE DASKALAKIS, President of the
NTOG - Head of the Greek Delegation and President
of the Session.

Mr. GEORGE TSALDARIS, President of the Greek
Travel Agents Association.

Mr. DEMOSTHENES POURIS, Counsellor for Inter-
national Relations.

Mr. EFTHYMIOS PYRLAS, Director Advertising
& Public Relations.

Mr. KLEOMENIS KOUTSOUKIS, Ministry of Coor-
dination.

Mr. K. KOKOSSIS, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Mr. H. ROZOLIS, Economist, NTOG.

Mr. THEMIS ZACHARI, International Relations.

Mr. JOHN EFTHYMIOU, Public Relations.

ON THE BULGARIAN SIDE:

Mr. ATANAS DIMITROYV, President of the Commit-
tee of Recrcation & Tourism. Head of Delegation.

Mr. GRIGOR GRIGOROV, Director General Inter-
national Tourism.

Mr. ALEXANDER SPASSOV, Counsellor International
Relations Department.

Mr. IVAN NIKOLOV, Counsellor for Economic
Affairs at the Bulgarian Embassy.

Mr. KOLIU KOSTADINOV, Representative of the
Committee of Recreation & Tourism.

The Session was opened and presided over by the
Head of the Greek Delegation Professor George Daska-
lakis.

The Commission unanimously adopted the following
Agenda:

1. Exchange of information on the development of
tourism in both countries during the year 1976 and
views for the year 1977.

9. Review of the bilateral tourist relations.

3. Measures for further development of the mutual
tourist traffic between both countries and from third
countries as well.

4. Various other items.

ITEM 1.
Detailed information concerning the development
of tourism in both countries during 1976 was presented
by the Heads of the two Delegations.
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The number of tourists visiting Greece and Bulgaria
shows further increase and a satisfactory increase in
foreign currency rveceipts is noted.

Both sides reported favourable
development of tourism in 1977.

ITEM 2.

The meetings between the President of the State
Council of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria Mr. TODOR
ZHIVKOV and ‘the Prime Minister of the Hellenic
Republic - Mr.” CONSTANTINOS CARAMANLIS, as
well as the Final Act ‘of the Conference on Security
‘and ‘Cooperation in Europe, held in Helsinki, and the
Communiqué of the Athens Meeting concerning the
economic and technical cooperation between the Bal-
kan Countries, had a constructive effect on the tourism
relations between the two countries.

As a result, further improvement in the cooperation
in the field of fourism between the Hellenic Republic
and the People’s Republic of Bulgaria was noted with
satisfaction. »

The active cooperation between the National Tourist
Organisations and the Travel Agencies of both countries
effectively resulted in further increase of the tourist
traffic between Greece and Bulgaria.

The activities and initiatives of the Automobile
and Touring Clubs of the two countries contributed
largely to the benefit of tourism.

The continuing cooperation in tourism promotion
in the frame of the Balkan Conference of the Official
Tourist Organisations concerning third markets, was
noted again with satisfaction.

The two Delegations also appreciated the efforts
made by the appropriate authorities in facilitating the
travel formalities.

ITEM 3.

With a view to further strenghthening the bilateral
tourist relations, both sides agreed and recommended
the following:

- To propose to the respective authorities of the two
countries to continue their efforts for the creation of
further favourable conditions for tourist travel between
Greece and Bulgaria.

- A further mutual and active cooperation between the
Travel Agencies of both countries should continue in
order to provide:

a) better travel facilities and services, increase the
number of tourists in both directions, etc...

b) increasing their efforts to attract tourists from
third countries to visit Greece and Bulgaria taking
advantage of existing incentives.

forecasts for the

In the field of promotion it was suggested that:

a) further exchange of visits of journalists would be
continued in order to provide information about the
tourist possibilities of the two countries.

b) both sides will exchange the cultural programmes
in 1977, so that Travel Agencies should be duly informed
for the purpose of organising excursions.

- A close cooperation, where appropriate, in the fra-
mework of the Balkan Conference of the Official Tourist
Organisations and the International Organisations deal-
ing with Tourism.

- Exchange of statistical and other informative mate-
rial.

'The next Session of the Joint Commission on Tourism
will be held in Bulgaria in the last quarter of 1977.

EOHMEPIE THE KYBEPNHZEQZ (T_EYXOZ NPQTON)

The Bulgarian Delegation expressed their thanks to
the President of the National Tourist Organisation of
Greece and the Members of the Greek Delegation for
the warm hospitality rendered and the spirit of coope-
ration and understanding prevailing during the Ses-
sion.

The present Protocol. done in two copies in English
having the same validity. has been signed in  Athens,
on December 11th 1976.

For the Delegation of the
People’s Republic of Bul-
garia

Mr.

ATANAS DIMITROV

For the Delegation of the
Hellenic Republie

Prof.
GEORGE DASKALAKIS

PROTOCOL

of the VIth Session of the Joint Greek — Bugarian
Commission on Tourism,

The VIth Session of the Joint Greek — Bulgarian
Commission on Tourism took place in Sofia from De-
cember 11 -12, 1978.

Delegates to the Session of the Commission were:

ON THE GREEK SIDE:

1. Prof. GEORGE D. DASKALAKIS, President of
the National Tourist Organisation of Greece, Head of
the Delegation.

2. Mr. EVANGELOS FRANGULIS, Counsellor,
Greek Embassy, Sofia.

3. Mr. DEMOSTHENE POURIS, Counsellor, Inter-
national Relations, NTOG.

4. Mr. EFTHIMIOS PYRLAS, Director, NTOG.

ON THE BULGARIAN SIDE:

1. Mr. GEORGI EVTIMOV, President o ! ‘he State
Committee of Tourism, Head of the Delega ion

2. Mr. DIMITAR KARASTOYANOV, Director Ge-
neral, International Cooperation.

3. Mr. ALEXANDER SPASSOV, Head of the Inter-
national Relations Department.

4. Mr. ATHANASS CHOLCHEV, Head of Depart-
ment, Tourist Publicity Center.

5. Mr. BORIS TODOROYV, Director, Balkan Coun-
tries Department, Balkantourist.

6. Mr. BRIGO ASPAROUCHOV, Third Secretary,
Bulgarian Embassy, Athens.

7. Mr. KOLIU KOSTADINOV, Director, Bulgarian
National Tourist Office, Athens.

The Commission adopted the following Agenda:

1. Exchange of information on the development of
Tourism in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria and the
Republic of Greece forthe period of 1977/78 and pros-
pects for its future development.

2. Review of the bilateral tourist relations in con-

formity with the Protocol of the last Session of the
Joint Commission.

3. Measures for further development of the mutual
tourist traffic belween the two countries as well as that
of tourists from third countries.

4. Miscellaneous.

Fhe Session was opened and presided over by the
Head of the Bulgarian Delegation, Mr. Georgi Evtimov.

In their opening speeches the Heads of the Delegations
expressed their mutual satisfaction with the successful
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improvement of the bilateral relations in the field of
tourism as a result of the new important evolution in
the development of international relations in Europe
and in the world, determined above all by the Final
Act of the Conference in Helsinki on Security and
Cooperation in Europe and the Joint Communique of
the Athens Meeting of Experts, concerning the economic
and technical cooperation and also the exchange of
visits between the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Greece, Mr. Constantinos Caramanlis and the President
of the State Council of the People’s Republic of Bulga-
ria, Mr. Todor Zhivkov.

ITEM 1:

Deatailed information concerning the development
of tourism in both countries in the course of 1977 and
the approximate data for 1978 was submitted by the
Heads of the two Delegations.

The Greek Delegations presented a detailed report,
related to the solution of some problems concerning
camping sites, air traffic protection of environment and
monuments of cultural value.

The Bulgarian Delegation informed about the mea-
sures to be undertaken with a view of protecting the
cultural and historical monuments in connection with
the increasing number of tourists, modernization and
reconstruction of the existing infrastruclure, in con-
verting the old traditional villages for tourist purposes,
improvement of staff selection, vocational training
and qualification. higher level of services and catering
for individual tourists, etc.

The two Delegations underlined the great importance
of the traditional cities, villages and settlements and
converting them into attractive tourist sites, having
preserved their cultural and traditional values and the
problems, concerning these reconstructions.

ITEM 2:

The two Delegations analyzed the present state and
prospects of the tourist relations in the spirit of the
signed Protocol of the Vth Session of the Joint Com-
mission, which was held in Athens in December, 1976.

It was noted that the recommendations issued by
the previous Commission are being in general succes-
sfully implemented as a result of the joint efforts of
the Official Tourist Organizations and the Travel
Agencies of both countries.

Up to now the number of the Greek and Bulgarian
tourists has increased, the forms and programmes have
been diversified; the stay of the original tourists has
been extended, the quality of the tourist services has
been improved, etc.

A good start regarding having tourists from third
countries to Greece and Bulgaria has been registered.
although there exist unlimited possibilities in  this
respect.

The coordination regarding the activities of the two
countries in number of international organizations,
especially in the WTO, was stated with satisfaction.

ITEM 3:

After a detailed survey of the present state and future
of the tourist relations between the two countries and
with a view to their further improvement, the two Dele-
gations agreed to recommend the following:

a) The Travel Agencies of the two countries to con-
tinue their efforts for increasing the tourist traffic
between Greece and Bulgaria to create more favourable
conditions for travel through :

— diversifying the existing programmes and offering
of new ones.

-— measures for extension of the length of stay of the
tourists from both countries. .

— suggesting new forms of travel such as: weekend
trips; professionally orientated tours; youth trips;
specialized tours (on the ocasion of cultural, sport and
other events); stay in the resorts of the two coun-
tries, ete.

b) the Travel Agencies of both countries to study
all possibilities aiming at the extension of tourist traffic
from third countries on combined tours and short -
term visits. In this respect they should coordinate their
activities regularly.

¢) in the field of tourist advertizing and information:
— broadening the exchange of tourist information

‘materials, tourist films, ete. for the purpose of promot-

ing the tourism in the two countries.

— to exchange visits of journalists, travel writers,
film and TV teams.

—to study the possibilities for organizing tourist
exhibitions in Greece and Bulgaria.

— coordination of certain activities on behalfl of the
National Tourist Offices abroad for promotion of tou-
rism in the two countries, especially on some new mar-
kets.

d) to recommend to the National Civil Aviation
Authorities of the two countries to study the possibi-
lities of opening of regular seasonal connection between
Varna and Athens as well as carrying out charter flights
between certain resort areas of the two countries ac-
cording to the respective national legislation.

e) the Official Tourist Organizations of the two coun-
tries will continue their efforts for closer cooperation
where appropriate in the activities of the international
organizations dealing with tourism, especially the
World Tourism Organization, ete. .

f) to organize visits of experts with a view of exchan-
ging their mutual experience and studying ont of some
some general problems in the field of tourism.

The next Session of the Joint Commission on Tourism
will be held in Greece in the last quarler of 1979,

The Greek Delegation expressed their thanks to the
President of the State Committee of Tourism, Mr.
Georgi Evtimov and the members of the Bulgarian
Delegation for the warm hospitality rendered and the
spirit of cooperation and understanding, prevailing
during the Session.

The present Protocol, done in two original copies.
in English, having the same validity, has been signed
in Sofia, on December, 12, 1978.

For the Delegation of the
People’s Republic of Bul-
garia.

For the Delegation of the
Republic of Greece:

Prof. Mr. .
GEORGE D. DASKALAKIS GEORGI EVTIMOV

PROTOCOL
Of the VI session
of the joint Greek-Bulgarian ()o'mmission
{or the development of tourism

The Joint Greek-Bulgarian Commission for the
Development of Tourism held its VII Session in Athens
between October 10th and 16th, 1979.
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Delegates to the Session of the Commission were:
ON THE GREEK SIDE:

Prof. GEORGE DASKALAKIS, President of the
National Tourist Organization of Greece-Head of the
Delegation and President of the Session

Mr. DIMITRIOS DOUDOUMIS, Counsellor, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

Mr. DIMITRIOS ECONOMOU, Director, Ministry
of Coordination

Mr. EFTYMIOS PYRLAS, Director International
Relations, NTOG

Mr. IOANNIS HATZIS, Director Hotel Supervision,
NTOG

Nr, IOANNIS KARATHANOS, Director Research
and Development, NTOG

Mrs. THEMIS ZACHARI, International Relations,
NTOG

Mr. ATHANASSIOS ZACHAROGLOU, NTOG

ON THE BULGARIAN SIDE:

‘Mr. GEORGI EVTIMOV, President of the State
Committee of Tourism-Head of the Delegation '

Mr. ALEXANDER SPASSOV, Head of the Interna-
tional Relations Department, State Committee of
Tourism

Mr. BRIGO ASPAROUHOYV, Third Secretary, Bul-
garian Embassy, Atheuns

Mr. KOLIU KOSTADINOV, Director, Bulgarian
National Tourist Office, Athens

The Session was opened and presided over by the
Head of the Greek Delegation, Professor George Daska-
lakis. The Opening Session was attended by the Secre-
tary General of the NTOG, Mr. Panayotis Lambrias.

The Commission unanimously adopted the following
Agenda:

1. Exchange of information on the development of
Tourism in both countries during 1979 and views for
the year 1980.

2. Review of the bilateral tourist relations.

3. Measures for further development of the mutual
tourist traffic between both countries and from third
countries as well.

4. Other items.

In their opening speeches, the Heads of the dele-
gations expressed their satisfaction at the successful
development of tourist relations between the two coun-
tries.

. They also stressed the special contribution of tourism
to the overall relations between Greece and Bulgaria,
which are fully within the spirit of good neighbourliness
and understanding determined by the foreign policy
of the two countries, in the Final Act of the Helsinki
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe,
and the Joint Communiqué of the Athens Meeting
concerning economic and technical cooperation,

ITEM 1
Detailed information was presented as regards the
development of tourism in beth countries in the course

of 1978 and the first semester of 1979 and the prospects
for the second semester of 1979 and the coming year.

Both delegations noted the special attention given
by the NTOs to the development of tourism, also mea-
sures and legislation undertaken in that field.

The Bulgarian side reported details for the implemen-
tation of some new projects connected with different
types of tourism such as winter tourism, balneological
tourism, transit traffic, etc.

The Greek side presented detailed statistical data
and gave information on certain measures taken to
develop new forms of tourism in Greece such as the
preservation of traditional settlements, the «bed and
breakfast programme», winter tourism. It was stressed
that special attention was given to sea tourism — cruises,
yachting, etc.

ITEM 2.

Both delegations noted with satisfaction the successful
fulfilment of the recommendations of the Protocol of
the VI Session of the Joint Commission held in Sofia in
December 1978.

As a result of the efforts made by the NTOs and the
Travel Agencies of both countries, a substantial increase
was reported in the tourist traffic between Greece and
Bulgaria.

Both sides noted that the existing good possibilities
for attracting tourists from third countries — either on
short - stay excursions or on combined tours — are not
yet fully exploited and more active cooperation is re-
commended.

They also stated with satisfaction the useful coope-
ration achieved during the 111 General Assembly of the
WTO at Torremolimos in September 1979.

ITEM 3.

With the aim of further developing the tourist rela-
tions between Greece and Bulgaria, both sides agree to
recommend as follows:

a) - The Travel Agencies to continue their cooperation
for a further increase of tourist traffic between the two
countries taking advantage of the existing favourable
conditions.

- Special endeavours to be made to promote travel of
tourists from third countries, especially from prospective
markets.

- A meeting to be held between the Hellenic Associa-
tion of Travel Agencies and Balkantourist and other
Bulgarian Travel Agencies in order to examine some
technical details and suggest proper solutions concern-
ing their field of activities. Place and date for that
meeting will be fixed at a later date by the interested
parties.

b) - For the purpose of acquaintance with the tourist
facilities of the two countries, exchange of tourist pro-
motional material to be undertaken, as well as exchange
of visits of journalists and writers on tourism.

c) - The Bulgarian side expressed the wish that Tou-
rism be included in an anticipated Greek trade exchi-
bition scheduled to be held in Sofia at the end of this
year.

d)-To underline and recommend to their Travel
Agencies the importance of including some significant
cultural and musical events in their tourist programmes.
Relevant information concerning such events organized
or sponsored by the NTOs will be exchanged.

e) - Toexchange visits of experts and know - how in
different fields of tourism such as: hotel management,
training of personnel, research on matters relating to
tourism, organization of marinas, balneological and
winter tourism.

f) - In view of the anticipated establishment of a new
border crossing between Greece and Bulgaria, to sug-
gest to the responsible authorities that they study the
possibilities of ecreating appropriate border facilities.

The next Session of the Joint Commission on Tourism
will be held in Bulgaria in 1980.

The Pulgarian delegation expressed their thanks to
the President of the NTOG, Professor George Daska-
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the Secretary General of the NTOG, Mr. Panayotis
Lambrias, and the members of the Greek delegation
for the warm hospitality and the spirit of understanding
and cooperation prevailing during the Session.

The present Protocol, done in two copies in English
having the same validity, has been signed in Athens
on October 15th, 1979.

The Head of the
Greek Delegation

Prof.
GEORGE DASKALAKIS

The Head of the
Bulgarian Delegation

Mr.
GEORGI EVTIMOV
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