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CONVENTION BETWEEN THE HELLENIC RE-
PUBLIC AND THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY ON
SOCIAL SECURITY

The Hellenic Republic and the Kingdom of Norway
desirous to regulate the relations between the two
States in the field of Social Security.

Have agreed to conclude the following Couvention :

PART 1!
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1.

(1) This Convention shall apply to the Kingdom of
Norway and to the Hellenic Republic. It shall also
apply to both the Norwegian and the Greek Continental
Shelves.

(2) For the purpose of the present Convention, unless
the context otherwise requires :

a) «territory» means in relation to Norway, the ter-
ritory of the Kingdom of Norway, and in relation to
the Hellenic Republic its national territory;

b) «legislation» means the laws, decrees and regu-
Iations as specified in Article 2;

¢) «competent authority» means in relation to Nor-
way : the Ministry of Social Affairs and as regards un-
employment benefits, the Ministry of Local Govern-
ment and Labour, and in relation to Greece : the
Minister for Social Services and as regards unemploy-
ment insurance and family allowances, the Minister
of Labour.

d) «competent institution» means the institution
which is competent under the applicable legislation.

e) dliaison body» means an institution for liaison
and information between the insurance institutions of
the two Contracting Parties with a view to simplifying
the implementation of this Convention and for the in-
formation of the persons affected concerning their
rights and obligations under the Convention, as speci-
fied in article 20 of this Convention.

f) «pericds of insurance» means periods defined or
recognized as such by the legislation under which
they were completed;

g) the term «pension» includes any increase of, or
any additional amount payable with a pension.

h) «insured person» means in relation to Norway,
person insured in accordance with the legislation spe-
cified in Article 2, paragraph 1, a) and, in relation to
Greece, person insured in accordance with the legisla-
tion specified in Article 2, paragraph, 1b);

1) the terms «family members» and «survivors» mean
any person defined or recognized as such by the legisla-
tion under which the benefits are granted.

(3) Other words and expressions which are used in
this Convention have the meaning respectively assigned
to them in the legislation concerned.

Article 2

(1) The provisions of the present, Convention shall
apply : :
a) in relation to Norway, to the following legislation :
~ the Act of 17 June 1966 concerning National Insu-
rance, excepting Chapter 12,
~ the Act of 19 June 1969 concerning Special Supple-
ments to Benefits under the National Insurance,

— the Act of 19 December 1969 on Compensation Sup-
plement under the National Insurance,

- the Act of 24 October 1946 concerning Family
Allowance. )
b) in relation to Greece, to

~ the general legislation on Social Welfare for employed

and equated persons with reference to old age, death,

disablement, sickness. maternityv. work injury and
occupational diseases, ‘

~ legislation on the special schemes of Social Welfare
for certain categories of employed and equated per-
sons and for independently gainfully occupied or
self-employed persons and farmers (growers), with
the exception of the special social security schemes
covering seafarers,

~ the legislation on unemployment insurance for em-
ployed persons,

— the legislation on family allowances for employed
persons and on demographic children’s allowances

(2) This Convention shail apply to legislation codi-
fying, amending or supplementing the legislation speci-
fied in paragraph { of this Article.

(3) The present Convention shall apply to legisla-
tion instituting a new system or a new branch of sccial
security, only if the Contraciing Parties so agree.

(4) This Convention shall also apply to legislation
extending the existing insurance schemes to new cate-
gories of persons, unless the Contracting Party concern-
ed gives notice to the other Party within six months
after the official promulgation of such legislation, that
no such extention of the Convention is intended.

Article 3

Norwegian nationals in Greece and Greek nationals
in Norway, shall be subject respectively to the Greek
and Norwegian legislation as specified in Article 2. They
shall be subject to the same obligations and entitled to
enjoy the same advantages under the same conditions
as a national of the other country, unless otherwise
provided in the present Convention.

Article 4

The following exceptions from the provision laid down
in Article 3 shall apply :

a) Where an employee who is resident in the one
country and employed in an undertaking having its
principal place of business in that country, is sent by
this undertaking to the other country, the legislation
of the former country shall continue to apply to him as
if he were employed there during the first twelve months
of his stay in the other country. If such employment
continues beyond the period of twelve months, the le-
gislation of the former country may continue to apply
to him, provided that the competent authority in the
latter country, or the body designated by it, gives its
consent.

The above provision shall apply to all employees ir-
respective of nationality. It shall equally apply to
spouses and children accompanying the employee to
the other country, unless they are themselves employed.

b) Where the travelling personnel in undertakings
of railway or road transport work in both countries,
the legislation of the country in which the undertaking
has its principal place of business shall apply.

If, however, the employee concerned is resident in
the latter country, the legislation of that country shall
apply to him.

¢) Where a person is employed as crew-member of
any aircraft belonging to a conpany operating in either
country the legislation of the country in which the
company has its principal place of business shall apply
to him unless he is a national of and resident in the
other country. Where other categories of personnel are
employed by such company, the legislation of the coun-
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try in which the company has its principal place of
business shall apply in cases where the person concerned
has been sent to the other country for temporary em-
ployment there.

Article 5

(1) Where a person is employed as member of the
crew of any vessel flying the flag of cither of the coun-
tries the legislation of the country whose flag the vessel
flies shall apply to him. If such a vessel during a stay
in the other country employs persons from that country
for loading, unloading, repair, or for watch duty on
board the vessel, the legislation of the country to which
the port belongs shall apply.

(2) For persons who are occupied on installations
for exploitation of and exploration for natural deposits
on the Norwegian or the Greek Continental Shelf,
Norwegian or Greek legislation shall apply respectively.
The same shall apply for persons who are occupied on
Norwegian or Greek installations on non Norwegian
or non Greek continental shelves respectively, provided
this is permissible in pursuance of a specilic agreement
with the coastal state concerned or by virtue of inter-
national law otherwise. Article 4, (a) shall, however,
be applied correspondingly.

Article 6

(1) This Convention shall not apply to professional
foreign service officers of either Party.

(2) Subject to the provision of paragraph (1) of this
Article, the provisions of Article 3 shall apply to per-
sons employed in diplomatic missions or consular posts
and to persons emploved in the private service of the
personne} of such missions or posts.

(3) Persons covered by paragraph (2) of this Article
who are nationals of the Contracting Party represented
by the mission or consular post concerned, may how-
ever, opt to be subject to the legislation of that Party;
such right of option may be exercised once only. It
shall be exercised within a period of six months from the
date of entry into force of this Convention or from the
date when employment commenced. The option shall
take effect from the entry into force of this Convention
in respect of workers who have entered into employment
at the said date and, in other cases, from the date
of entry into employment.

(4) A diplomatic or consular-post, who employ per-
sons who are insured under the legislation of the re-
ceiving state, shall observe the obligations which the
social security provisions of the recciving state impose
upon employers.

(5) The provisions of this Article shall not apply
to honorary members of a consular post or to persons
employed in their service.

Article 7

The competent authorities of either country may
agree to make further exceptions from the provision
of Article 3. Likewise, they may agree that the exce-
ptions provided for in Article 4,5 and 6 shall not apply
in particular cases.

Article 8

Years, for which pension points have been credited
for in accordance with the Norwegian supplementary
pension scheme, shall be added to periods of insurance
according to Greek legislation when the competent
Greek insurance institution decides on the right of
continuation through voluntary insurance in Greece.

Article 9

Legislation of one of the Contracting Parties on

reduction or withdrawal of the benefits provided by
the applicable legislation according to article 2, when
coinciding with another benefit or income from gainful
activity, is applied according to the national legisla-
tion of each Contracting Party, even if the right to
the other benefit has been acquired in accordance with
the legislation of the other Party or if the income has
been gained within the territory of the other Party.

PART II
SPECIAL PROVISIONS
Sickness, Maternity and Childbirth

Article 10

(1) Nationals of one Contracting Party who are
resident or ernployed in the other country shall be entitl-
ed to the same sickness benefits, and benefits in the
event of maternity and childbirth, as are provided for
nationals of the latter country. The same shall apply
as regards entitlement to benefit during a stay outside
the country in which the person concerned is insured.

(2) If a person has completed periods of insurance
under Norwegian legislation, these periods shall be
added to Greek periods of insurance for the acquisi-
tion of rights to a benefit under Greek legislation, in
so far as they do not coincide.

Family Allowance
Article 11

(1) Nationals of one country are in the other country
entitled to family allowance in respect of children re-
sident in the latter country, according to the same
rules as for nationals of the latter country.

(2) To the extent that entitlement to family allo-
wance under Greek legislation presupposes the com-
pletion of certain periods of employment or insurance
such periods completed in Norway are also taken into
account.

Unemployment Benefit

Article 12

(1) Nationals of one country who are staying or
residing in the other country are entitled to unemploy-
ment benefit in accordance with the same rules as for
nationals of the latter country.

(2) To the extent that entitlement to unemploy-
ment benefit under Greek legislation presupposes the
completion of certain periods of employment or in-
surance, such periods completed in Norway are also
taken into account.

Death Grant
Article 13

(1) Nationals of one country staying in the other
country shall be entitled to death grant according to
the same rules as for nationals of the latter country.
These grants shall be provided even if the person con-
cerned dies in a country other than where he was in-
sured.

(2) Where there would be entitlement to death
grant under the legislation of both Parties in respect
of the same death whether by virtue of this Convention
or otherwise;

a) the grant shall be payable only under the legi-
slation of the Party in whose territory the death oc-
curs, or .

b) if the death does not occur in the territory of
either Party, a grant shall be paid only under the legisla-
tion of the Party under whose legislation the person
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on whose insurance the right Lo the grant is determined
was last insured before the death.

(3) To the extent that entitlement to death grant
under Greek legislation presupposes the completion of
certain periods of insurance, such periods completed in
Norway are also taken into account.

Occupational Injury and Disease
Article 14

Benefits, mcluding increments and supplements pay-
able in one country in respect of occupational injury
or disease, are payable to nationals of the other country
irrespective of any limiting provisions relating to for-
eign nationals and without any condition of residence.

Article 15

(1) Compensation for a new accident at work shall
be established according to the reduction of work ca-
pacity and loss of physical and mental faculty which
has been caused by the new accident and in accordance
with the legislation of the country where the new acci-
dent occurs.

(2) If, in accordance with the legislation of one of
the Contracting Parties previous occupational acei-
dents or diseases are taken into account when determin-
ing the degree of disablement, the competent insurance
institution takes into account for the same purpose
previous occupational accidents or diseases due to
work in the territory of the other Contracting Party,
in the same manner as if the legislation of the first
Contracting Party had been applicable.

(3) a) H, in accordance with the legislation of one
of the Contracting Parties, an occupation at a job for
a certain period of time is required for the determina-
tion of a disease as occupational, the occupation at
the same job in the territory of the other Contracting
Party shall be taken into consideration for the fulfil-
ment of this condition.

b) Responsible for the payment of the cash benefits
due to occupational disease is the competent institu-
tion of the Contracting Party in whose territory the
person concerned has completed the greater number
of work days at a job which can cause or aggravate the
occupational disease within a period of the 24 months
prior to the occuring of this disease.

(4) If such occupational disease entitles to benefit
from the insurance scheme of one country, the insurance
scheme of this country shall also cover any aggravation
which takes place in the other country, provided that
the aggravation cannot be referred to employment in
the latter country in an occupation entailing risks of
such disease.

Old-Age, Disability and Survivors

Article 16
Application of Norwegian Legislation

(1) Save as otherwise provided in this Article Greek
nationals are in the event of old-age, disability and death
of breadwinner entitled to pension including supple-
mentary benefits, according to the Norwegian Act
concerning National Insurance, under the same condi-
tions as Norwegian nationals.

(2) Greek nationals shall enjoy the same rights as
Norwegians in taking into consideration as insurance

periods any period preceding the entry into force of
the National Insurance Act in 1967.

(3) Supplementary pension shall in respect of Greek
nationals be computed in accordance with the provi-

sions concerning over-compensation for insured per-
sons other than Norwegian nationals and foreizn ro-
fugees. _

(4) A pension granted in accordance with the pro-
visions specified above cannot be withheld, reduced,
modified or withdrawn on account of the recipient
residing in Greece. . .

(5) Benefits provided in accordance with the provi-
sions specified above shall be paid to nationals of
Greece resident in a third state on the same terms and
to the same extent as to Norwegian nativnals.

(6) Greek nationals as well as Norwegian nationals
are only entitled to compensation supplement as long
as they are resident in Norway.

(7) Basic benefit and attendance benefit may be
granted outside Norway on the same terms and to the
same extent as to Norweglan nationals.

(8) Old-age pension shall be granted even if the
person concerned is resident in Greece when reaching
pensionable age.

(9) The entitlement to survivors’ pension shall not
be affected by the survivor being resident in Greece at
the time of the death of the insured person.

Application of Greek Legislation

Article 17
(1) Where periods of insurance have been completed
in accordance with the legislation of both the Con-
tracting Parties, these periods shall be added together
for the acquisition of the right to benefits under Greek
legislation, in so far as they do not coincide.

(2) If a pension is applied for by a person, who has
completed periods of insurance according to the legisla-
tion of both the Contracting Parties, or by his survivors,
the competent Greek insurance institution will deter-
mine the pension benefits as follows :

a) The insurance institution establishes, in pursuance
of the relevant legislation, whether the person in que-
stion qualifies for the benefit, when the periods of
insurance are addasd together.

b) If the applicant is found to be entitled to the be-
nefit, the competent Greek insurance institution cal-
culates the theoretical amount which would have been
awarded, if all the periods of insurance completed in
accordance with the legislation of the Contracting
Parties had been completed in Greece, the amount of
the benefit being taken as a theoretical amount.

¢) On the basis of the theoretical amount, calculated
as provided in sub-paragraph (b), the insurance in-
stitution then calculates the partial henefit payable
by it, according to the ratio between the length of the
periods of insurance taken into account according to
its legislation and the total duration of tha periods of
insurance taken into account according to the legisla-
tion of both the Contracting Parties.

(3) If the total length of the periods of insurance,
which are completed in accordance with the Greck
legislation for the calculation of the benefit does not
attain twelve months, and, provided that no entitle-
ment to pension under Greek legislation exists without
applying paragraph 1 of this Article, no benefit is
paid out according to this legislation.

(4) Periods of employment in mining work in Nor-
way are taken into consideration when applying to
Greek provisions on heavy work and work hazardous
to health.

_ () In calculating the amount of pension, only earn-
ings corresponding to periods of insurance under Greek
legislation are to be taken into account.
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Article 18

(1) T according to Greek legislation pension rights
:xist even without any regard to Article 17, par. 1, the
competent Greek insurance institution shall payv a
pension with reference solely to periods of insurance
which are to be taken into account under the legisla-
tion which the insurance institution has to apply, in
so far as there is no corresponding entitlement to a
benefit under the Norwegian supplementary pension
insurance scheme.

(2) A pension esiablished s provided in paragraph
(1) of this Article is redotermined when entitlement
ariges to a corresponding benefit under Norwegian le-
gislation. Redetermination takes effect from the day
on which the benefit under Norwegian legislation be-
comes payable, The fact of previous decisions having
become final does not conrtitute any impediment to
the conversion.

(3) If according to Greek legistation entitlement existy
to a benefit even without any regard to Article 17,
par. 1 and this benefit is greater than the sum total
of the Greek benefit caleululed as provided in para-
graph (2) sub-paragraph c¢. of Arlicle 17 and the
Norwegian supplementary pension, the Greek insurance
institution will pay as a partial benefit its own benefii,
calculated in the manner foresaid and increased by
the difference between this sum tctal and the benefit
which would be payable if regard were had exclusively
to the legislation which the insurance institution has
to apply.

Article 19

(1) Pensions provided pursuanl to the provisions
of Articles 17 and 18 above may not be withheld, re-
duced, modified or withdrawn on account of the re-
cipient residing in Norway.

{2) Old-age pension shall be granted even if the
person concerned is resident in Norway when reaching
pensionable age.

(3) The entitlement to survivors’ pension shall not
be alfected by the survivor being resident in Norway
at the time of death of the insured person.

PART Il
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 7
TRANSITIONAL  AND  FINAL  PROVISIONS

Miscellaneous Provisions

Article 20
The competent wuthorities of hoth countries, or
authorities designated by such competent authority,
shall conelude an Administrative Arrangement concern-
ing the necessary provisions for the implementation
of the present Convention, and appoint liaison bodies
in each country in order to facilitate the application
of the present Convention. They shall communicate
with each other concerning all major amendments of
their legislation.
Article 21
(1) In the application of the present Convention the
competent authorities and institutions of the contract-
ing Parties shall assist each other to the same extent
as when applying their own legislation. Such assistance
shall he free of charge.

(2) The authorities and institutions of both coun-
tries may correspond directly with each other and with
the persons concerned. They may also if need arises
address themselves to Lhe authorities of the other
country through the diplomatic and consular channels
of that country.

(3) Diplomatic and consular authorities may address
themselves directly to authorities and institutions of
the other country in order to collect all information
necessary for maintaining the interests of their nationals,
whom they may represent without any special power
of attorney.

(4) Applications submitted to the competent author-
ity or institution of either country in connection with
the application of the present Convention shall be
dealt with even if worded in the official language of
the other country.

(5) Correspondence between authorities and indi-
vidual persons shall be conducted in English or in
French,

Article 22

Any exemption from Laxes and other legal dues on
documents and certificates which are to be submitted
to the authorities and institutions of either country,
shall apply to documents and certificates to be sub-
mitted to the competent authorities or institutions
of the other country in connection with the applica-
tion of the present Convenlion. Documents and certi-
ficates which are to be submitted in connection with
the application of the present Convention shall be
exempt from legalization or authentication by diplo-
matic or consular authorities.

Article 23

Any claims, notices or appeals which according to
the legislation of one country shall be submitted to an
authority of that country within a prescribed period
and which has been submitted to the corresponding
authority of the other country within the same period,
shall be considered as having been submitted in due
time to the authority of the former country. The author-
ities concerned of the other country shall without delay
transmit the claim, notice or appeal to the competent
authorities of the former country.

Article 24

(1) Payments payable pursuant to the present Con-
vention may validly be made in the currency of the
country effecting the payment.

(2) In the event of restrictions on currency being
enforced in cither country, both Contracting Parties
shall immediately agree upon necessary measures for
ensuring the transfer hefween the countries of any
sum payable pursuant to the present Convention.

(3) The manner of payment in respect of pensions
payable to persons in the other country shall be fixed
by agreement as specified in Article 20.

Article 25

(1) The competent authorities of either Contracting
Party shall endeavour to resolve through negotiations
any disputes arising in connection with the interpre-
tation and application of the present Convention.

(2) Tn the event of no agreement being reached within
three months through negotiations, the dispute shall
be submitted to arbitration by a  tribunal whose com-
position and rules of procedure shall be stipulated in
the Administrative Arrangement mentioned in Article
20.

Transitional and Final Provisions
Article 26

(1) The provisions of the present Conveuntion shall
apply also in respect of contingencies having f)(‘t.‘l.ll,‘["eii
prior to the entry into force of the Convention. The
Convention does not, however, confer any entitlement
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to benefit in respect of periods of time prior to its
entry into force. )

(2) For the application of the present Convention,
any periods respecting residence, insurance and con-
tributions payment prior to the entry into force of the
Convention shall be taken into account.

(3) Upon an application of the persons concerned,
which has been received within two years after the
date of the entry into force of the Convention, benefits
granted prior to the entry into force of this Convention
shall be recalculated in compliance with the provisions
of the same. If the application is submitted later than
the time mentioned, benefits are paid out from the
date of submission of the application, always provided
that more generous provisions do not apply according
to the legislation of the Contracting Party which has
to pay the benefit and that the entitlement to benefit
has not been prescribed or cancelled.

Article 27

(1) This Convention shall remain in force for a period
of twelve months as from the date of its entry into
force. Thereafter it shall continue to be in force from
year to year unless it is denounced in writing by the
Government of any of the Contracting Parties, which
shall be done at least three months before the expiry
of any one—year period. Inthe case of such denouncia-
tion, the Convention shall cease to be in force at the
expiry of the one-year period in which it is denounced.

(2) In the event of denounciation, the provisions of
the present Convention shall continue to apply to
acquired rights without regard to the provisions
concerning restrictions laid down in the national le-
gislation of either country in respect of entitlement to
benefits on account of nationality or residence in
another country.

(3) For rights which have been acquired on the basis
of an insurance period and period of residence having
been completed before the expiration of the validity
of the present Convention, the provisions of the Con-
vention and of agreements pertaining thereto shall
continue to be applicable pursuant to the regulations
to be fixed by a special agreement.

Article 28

The present Convention shall be ratified and the
instruments of ratification shall be exchanged as soon
as possible in Oslo. The Convention shall come into force
on the first day of the second month following the
month in which the instruments of ratification have
been exchanged.

In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorized
by their respective Government, have signed the pre-
sent Convention.

Done in duplicate in English in ATHENS

on the 12 June 1980, both texts being equally autho—
ritative.

For the Government of
the Hellenic Republic

For the Government of
the Kingdom of Norway

PROTOCOL

The signatories of the Convention on the Social
Security which has been concluded today between
the Hellenic Republic and the Kingdom of Norway,
have agreed that this Protocol shall constitute an
integral part of the Convention :

1. In relation to Norway it is agreed that any Greek
nationals who are in service on board Norwegian
vessels in foreign trade, are subject to Norwegian legisla-

tion concerning benefit during unemployment only i
they are permanent residents in Norway, Denmark,
Finland, Iceland or Sweden. In such case the person
concerned is entitled to benefit even when outside
Norway according to the same rules as are applicable
for nationals of that country.

In witness whereof the undersigned, duly authorized
by their respective Governments, have signed the
present Protocol.

Done in duplicate in English in ATHENS
on the 12 June 1980

For the Government of
the Helienic Republic

For the Government of
the Kingdom of Norway
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